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ABSTRACT 

Fifty instructional modules designed to improve 
Newspaper reading skills were field tested in this study. During a 
50-day period, modules were used by Wilkes County, Georgia teachers 
as they saw fit in seventh, eighth, and ninth grade classes primarily 
for 338 students with poor reading skills. In summary, the 
effectiveness of the instructional modules for significantly 
improving newspaper reading skills of junior high school students, 
including those whose general reading skills were two or more years 
below grade level, again was demonstrated. (RB) 
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A set of fifty instxuctional modules designed to improve 
newspaper seading skills were field tested in this study. 
The modules weve revisions of a set tiat tac produced highly 
significant gains in a priox f Identixying main 
points, interpreting causes of events, and predicting 
consequences of actions are tnree typical illustxations of 
the objectives. 

EBaciu module includes specific behavioral objectives and 
suggaste?d teaching procedures to be folloved. Moivles are 
not sequential, but can be selected by teacnexs to meet 
specific nzeds of given classes, even to the point of 
selecting a single cbjective and its appropriate »::ocedures 
from wituin a module. io time requirement is specified; 

os 

teac..ers can continue use of a module until satisfied with 
student nestormance. Teaciers must select appropriate 
content j.om daily newspapers for use with the mocules. 
Subsequent to this fielv test the modules were published.” 

buriny a fifty day period, modules were used by Wilkes 
County, Georgia teachers as tuey saw fit in sevent., eighth, 
and ninti: grade classes primarily for students wit: poor 
reaing skills. Taachexs were aware tiat tests measuring 
all eigitteen objective: would be used to evaluate student 
achievement. Each student had access in class to is own 


copy of the current Avcurcta Chronicle, a morning caily 


newsvaper, which was given him by that newspaper. 


Wilkes County, in nortneast Georgia, is primarily a 
rural dairy farming area. All public sciool students attend 
school in Washington, tie county seat town. Per capita 
annual income is typical of te rural Soutn. Public school 
‘ stujents as a group ten? to come from lower income families. 
All black students attené public schools. With few exceptions, 
black teac ers comprise tne upper income group o% tveir race. 
Many white students of middle or higher income levels attend 
a pvivate school organiseu when the public sc:iools were 
racially integrated. Tue white public school population 
therefore tends to come predominately from lower income 


families. 


Tie average reading level of Wilkes County students is 


almest one year below national norms, appro:;imately the same 
as the state as a whole. Since students from lowex income 
families tend to have lower school achievement, the reading 
level of public school students in both the county and the 
is somewiat depressed by the tendency of 
ncome students to attend private school. 

sundreq tiizty-eigit students in graces seven, 
eigit, anc. nine were included in this study. These students, 
about half of the total enrollment, were selectec as being 
hose Of lower academic achievement. According to school 
records, only twenty-one sead at national average gxade 


level. This group had low academic achievement, »nd were 


identified by teachers as not reading effectively in 
practice. One hundred sis:ty-seven were two ox more years 
below gave level. E :lauded from the stuly were tudents 
of inighner academic ability wno took other courses, and 
stucents wno transferre? in or out for whom scoxes on one or 
more of tve reading tert, pretest, or posttest were -not 
available. 

Tests used to measuve newspaper :‘2adiny skills were tie 
ANP Founcation Newspapei Tests, Forms J-1 anc J-2, as pre- 
test ani posttest respectively. These tests were developed 
by Educational Testing Caxvice, Each songivts of a test 
booklet of thirty multiple croice items and a spyecimen news= 
paper upon which tie questions are based. Tne specimen news- 
panecs include all major components of a standaxc viaily news- 
panes ercept for comic strip. and also are at comparable 
levels of seading difficulty of standard dailies. The tests 
nave been siiown by ETS to Giscriminate between tuo;e who 
have an. :ave not .ad instxuction in newspaper use. The 
two forms ace, of course, of equivalent levels of cifficulty. 

Prete.ts were administered at the beginning o: fall 
quartex, 1972. The mocvles and caily newspapers were used 
for fifty instructional Cays curing standa::? cliss periods 
in whatever sequence an! to wnatever axtent tnuat teachers 
desi.:e!, The posttest was administered immediately following 


the fifty days of inst:uction. 


The iifference between pretest ani posttest means at 
eacu: OF tiie three grade levels was highly significant. 
Table 1 depicts gains tl. ¢ were significant in tiivteen of 
tine sixteen class section::. Following instruction, many 
nint:. gxaciexs scored approximately as nigh as co iverage 
senior igi: scnool students nationally who also have had 
inst:yction in newspape: use. Of these eighty-four ninth 
grasers, only two read at grade level on national norms on 
a stendariized reading tect while fifty-eight reac two or 
more years below giacle level. Seventh and eigitn graders 
remained comewnat below national expectaticns in newspaper 
xveacing skill: among in::tructed students but not nearly so 
fax: below ag they were in general reading skills. Results 
Of ure ox coe instructional modules for improving newspaper 
Yeacing skills were iig.ly encouraging. 

students were categorized inte four groups as to 
steniardi.ed reading test scores and results compared among 
groun.. Gsoups were: (1) at or above grade level on 
national nozms, (2) up to one year below grade level, 

(3) one to two years below grace level, am (4) iwo or 
moxe yea; below grade level. Wo significant cdiffesence 
in gain occurred between any two reading levels. (!ithin the 
sevent: grade, tne low scores of the group of least able 


reaters appeared to demonstrate that the modules end newspaper: 


TABLE 1 
Significance of Gain by Class 


Gain 

33 
1.63 
2.28 
2.27 
2.74 
2.25 
2.61 
2.12 

68 
2.28 
2.81 
4,00 
1.94 
3.00 
5.19 
4.18 


Level of Significance 
NS 
NG 
.05 

.005 
005 
005 
0005 
005 
N35 
01 
0005 
005 
05 
005 
0005 
0005 
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axe not "teacher proof." Wearly twosthirds of these seventh 
wii2 in two of © 2 238 een: seetions « at aid 

nue gain significantly; both were taught bv tiie same teacher. 

Better realers consistently outperformec pooxer seaders, 

Of oouxse, but did not cemonstrate significantly more 

gain. Ox‘inarily, instruction widens tiie gap between more 


ang less able student... “Since the twenty-one stucients 


wit!, avexage or better x2acing ability had not been highly 


successful academically in past, no genexalization to 
results to be anticipated of typical adequate ver"ers is 
warsantec. It seems likely that the somewhat betcer gains 
of nintii graders is related to their attitwies tovard 


sci001. Many ninth graiers were old enoug:: to "cop out" 


ani wexe in school voluntarily. Seventh anc eigute 
gracers were, with few exceptions, requixed to attend. 
Those with very negative attitudes toward school were 

thus included at tuese two grade levels. Table 2 includes 


results by reading level for each grade level. 


TABLE 2 
Gain by Reacing Level by Guade 


Grade Levzl One Level Two Level Tiree Level Four 
Seven 2.31 3.08 2.16 1.28 
Eigit Leas 3.13 1.68 2.35 
Nine 3.50 3.56 4.68 3.51 


Wo significant Giffarences in gain between g::ace levels, 
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seven. oad eighth gun: level, tae numoexr of (cu ants 
teug. c oy an opposite c:uce toacner was not luxge enoug:: 
fos salicole statistical treatment. 

In summarv, the effectiveness of the instxuctional 
moiules fox significantly improving newspapex veacing skills 


of junior high school ctwients, including those wiose 


genexal veadiny skills were two or more years below grade 


level, again was demonntxated. While effectiveness; of each 


module iniividually could not be evaluated, ovsexvations 
of classe: and reports: of teachers offered no suggestions 
fox fuve.er substantial sevisions. 

Reasons for succes: of the modules also are :mcertain. 
It appeais:, nowever, tat student acceptance of Jaily 


new sipape’ as a part of the real world is impoxstant. 


Reacing newspapers seems to be seen as "adult" an*. becoming 


afult is a valued ovjective of adolescents. The modules 


‘ine de ited benavio:s very precisely, and tne knowledge 


@rpectations tuat aie considered adult behavios appears 


. 


to be “ound satisfying. Gitituces of stuf~ents toward 
newsvape: use appearei to be quite favorable. Nhovever, use 
Of Newspapers for Fifty consecutive Gays, at les st to attain 
a limite? number of skill objective.:, does; not aprer1r to be 
Warzanted in everyday pxactice anymore tian doe: tie 
extended use of any otvex met: oc or material. welcsher does 
it seem waxvanted to pexmit a student to complete ‘is 

formal ecudation without becoming as profizient av his 
intellectal capacity »sexmits in learning to ui@ newspapers 
efiectively since they are the most acequate resource for 


his continuing indepen”ent education. 


Footnote: 
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